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Hare Krishna Outreach 
Denver, CO 

    This summer my friend and Haven Ministries colleague, Rita, 
and I will be visiting Radha Govinda’s vegetarian restaurant once 
a week to outreach to the Hare Krishna’s. We see these folks all 
the time trying to recruit followers at Metro State University in 
downtown Denver. Our first visit involved a tour of their Radha 
Krishna temple, which is also where the monks live.

   According to the European-American Evangelical Crusades “the 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) and 
Hinduism both trace their beginnings to the Vedas and to the 
Bhagavad-Gita text. Whereas mainstream Hinduism regards 
Krishna to be the 8th incarnation of Vishnu (the Preserver and 
one of the Hindu trinity of deities), ISKCON regards Krishna to 
be the supreme Lord over all deities, including Vishnu. They are a 
monotheistic faith group, one that stresses bhakti, the way of 
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Hare Krishna 
Compound of Sex 
Abuse and Murder in 
West Virginia 

  New Vrindaban, WV is an 
ISKCON intentional 
community located in Marshall 
County, West Virginia. New 
Vrindaban was founded in 1968 
under the direct guidance of 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, founder of 
ISKCON. It is named for the 
Indian city of Vrindavan.  

According to a 2013 Washington 
Post article, “Prabhupada 
intended the community to be a 
self-sustaining spiritual oasis 
with seven temples on seven 
hills, the emphasis on farming 
and the disdain of material 
wealth began to slip away.  
                       continued on page 2                

POTTS NEWS 
Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.                      

1 Peter 3:15

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/can-hare-krishnas-at-palace-of-gold-in-wva-rebuild-its-tarnished-community/2013/01/04/38dbf6a8-ebc8-11e1-a80b-9f898562d010_story.html?utm_term=.79072ce808f1
http://krishnadenver.com
http://www.eaec.org/cults/harekrishna.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/can-hare-krishnas-at-palace-of-gold-in-wva-rebuild-its-tarnished-community/2013/01/04/38dbf6a8-ebc8-11e1-a80b-9f898562d010_story.html?utm_term=.79072ce808f1
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devotion.”

ISKCON is considered a cult because it does not adhere to 
mainstream Hinduism. Their main differences are:

• Liberation from samsara is attained through sankirtana, 
which is congregational singing of God's names, which leads to 
Krishna Consciousness. 
 

• Krishna is worshipped as the Supreme God; they believe 
that one can attain a personal relationship with Him. Jesus Christ 
is recognized as a directly empowered representative of Krishna. 
 

• They believe hell is a temporary destination after death 
for people who have sinned greatly while on earth.  
 

• They believe devotees need a spiritual master, who is in a 
line of succession from the guru Caitanya (or one of three other 
lines of disciple succession who worship Krishna as the Supreme 
God.) 
 

• They believe eating food prepared for and offered to God 
is an act of communion with Krishna. When such food is eaten, 
Krishna's energy purifies the body of the devotee.

   Please pray for our outreach efforts as this cult has a lot of 
issues with mind control.  For instance,  the monks live a  fairly 
isolated  existence  in  their  respective  temples,  and  are  often 
disengaged  with what is going on in the real world. They are 
also sleep deprived as they are required to wake up everyday at 
4am for their transcendental worship services. They often don’t 
study anything outside of the Bhagavad-Gita  and have no 
money of their own. Sex is controlled for breeding purposes 
and children are immediately taken away to be ‘educated’ to 
become pure cult members. 

    To learn more about the dangers of the Hare Krishna cult be 
sure to watch this video of the classic debate between Ted Patrick 
the famous deprogammer and Hridayananda das Goswami a 
scholar and leader in the International Society for Krishna    
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Devotees were sent to airports 
and sporting events to work 
the crowd for donations — 
often under false pretenses — 
and sometimes sold counterfeit 
goods.”

“The community became 
heavily male-dominated. 
Women were forced to leave 
their children in communal 
nurseries for hours at a time. 
Kirtanananda’s ego grew as his 
sway over devotees increased.” 

“He was a slight man who 
walked with a limp from 
childhood polio, but he was 
charismatic and persuasive. 
And he tightly managed every 
aspect of the community: who 
came, who went and who was 
doing what at any given 
moment.”

“Kirtanananda strayed from 
Prabhupada’s teachings by 
introducing interfaith elements 
to the prayer services. The 
shifts were deeply divisive, but 
Kirtanananda had little 
tolerance for dissent.
The community feared an 
attack from outsiders and 
armed themselves with guns.”

continued on page 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMUZodsq5h8
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Hare Krishna Compound of Sex Abuse and Murder in West Virginia cont. 

“Allegations of child sexual abuse by Kirtanananda and teachers at the community school began to 
percolate. Two devotees who challenged Kirtanananda’s authority were brutally killed. Another devotee, 
who was convicted of the murders, would later say he acted on the order of Kirtanananda.”

“Kirtanananda himself was attacked by a mentally ill visitor. After 10 days in a coma and a month in the 
hospital, Kirtanananda returned to New Vrindaban, and two German shepherds were acquired to guard 
him at all times.”

“Because of his departure from Prabhupada’s teachings, ISKCON leaders excommunicated Kirtanananda 
and, ultimately, his whole community.”

“After an FBI raid, a federal grand jury charged Kirtanananda with racketeering, mail fraud, conspiracy to 
murder and other crimes. He was convicted of racketeering and mail fraud, and spent months in prison 
and under house arrest, but the conviction was eventually overturned.”

“Kirtanananda returned to New Vrindaban, but in 1993 was caught in a sexual act with a young male 
disciple. Even those who had been loyal during his prison stay were now seeing that the spiritual master 
they long revered was perhaps the biggest sinner among them. The feds were sure of it: At a retrial in 
1996, Kirtanananda pleaded guilty to mail fraud and was sentenced to 20 years in prison.”

“He was released in 2004 and died in October 2011 at a hospital in India at age 74.”

SOURCE: 

McCarthy, Ellen. Can Hare Krishnas at Palace of Gold in W.Va. rebuild its tarnished community? 
11 January 2013, Washington Post. 

On a Personal Note… 
Jim and I may be facing some major life changes in the near future that could possibly impact our lives 
significantly. Please pray for the Lord’s guidance during this time. I just ask that everything happens 
according to God’s will.

You are all a blessing in my life and I thank God for you everyday!

God Bless!

Stephanie
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