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The Parliament of the World’s 
Religions 
    First of all let me wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year! This fall was very busy with lots of travel 
including to Toronto, Canada for the Parliament of the World’s 
Religions. There were 222 different religions present at the 
conference and about 7500 people total. There were seven of us 
from Haven Ministries and we all had a lot of great conversations 
with folks from all of the world and from various religious 
backgrounds.

    So many people today think that all religions are the same and 
that we all need to put our differences aside for the sake of peace. 
This is a very nice idea, but it’s impossible to have peace without 
the Prince of a Peace. All religions are not the same. Islam says 
Jesus was only a prophet and Christianity says he is God. They 
can’t both be right. What is ironic is that conferences like the 
Parliament of the World’s Religions try to promote unity through 
diversity, but when you don’t include certain individuals in the 
conversation (i.e. evangelicals) you are not truly diverse. 
Multiculturalism contradicts itself by teaching on one hand that 
all cultures and religions are morally the same, and then on the 
other arguing that those cultures and religions that don’t agree 
with this teaching are not morally equal. This is the fundamental 
problem with the Parliament of the World’s Religions.
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Christian Life 
Center Forms an 
Official Apologetics 
Ministry. 

  Our church, the Christian Life 
Center (CLC) in Vandalia, OH, is 
developing a church wide 
apologetics ministry and  I have 
been invited by the 
Discipleship Pastor to become 
a member of the board that is 
responsible for developing this 
ministry. I am very excited 
about this opportunity as it is 
something I have been wanting 
to do since I first got exposed 
to Christian Apologetics over 
ten years ago. 

  We will be teaching the 
foundations of a Christian 
worldview, and the basics of 
Biblical theology. My friend 
Glenda and I are also putting 
together a more advanced 
class on heresies that are 
creeping into The Church. I was 
floored at CLC’s embrace of not 
only apologetics, but 
discernment curriculum, as this 
subject is often not very 
popular in churches.  

(Continued on pg 2)

POTTS NEWS 
Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is within you. 

1 Peter 3:15
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    The Holy Trinity is the only true source of unity in 
diversity. You have “one what” and “three whos”. There are 
three people to the Godhead, all of which have their diverse 
personal traits and individual roles to play. They value each 
other equally and love each other unconditionally. Their unified 
goal as the Godhead is our salvation and transformation. Again, 
if you want peace you can’t have it without the Prince of Peace!
Via the Trinity, God gave us a clear guide as to how society 
should operate, but when we refuse to accept his love and 
salvation then we are also refusing to accept the only blueprint 
to peace. 
 
    Many of us desire a utopian society but never find it because 
we are looking in the wrong place, for our hearts and minds 
should only be focused on things of heaven. During his ministry 
here on earth, Jesus never spoke out against physical slavery, 
only our slavery to sin, because he knew that the world was lost 
and that human enlightenment will only be fully achieved when 
we get to heaven. However, if you leave the message of sin out 
of the gospel, and replace it with a utopian social justice gospel, 
you will never reach that enlightenment. This is exactly what is 
taught at the Parliament. More Christians, especially evangelical 
Christians, are needed at the Parliament to share this message 
with the lost. If you are interested in possibly joining us at the 
next Parliament, which occurs every 3 to 5 years please send me 
an email or letter.  

A Conversation with a Hindu from 
Goa, India. 
   While at the Parliament I had an 1.5 hour conversation with a Hindu 
gentleman from the Goa state of India. His name is too difficult to 
pronounce but I will attempt to spell it. It’s Brahmeshanandacharya 
Swamiji. !  I will just call him Brahmesh for short from here on in this 
discussion. 

    Despite his broken English and eastern philosophy Brahmesh and I 
had a very good conversation. It’s very difficult to reach someone from 
such a vastly different culture, but it was certainly a learning experience. 
I shared with him that I had a hard time understanding how it’s ok in 
Hinduism to follow Christianity as my personal path when Christianity 
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Christian Life 
Center Forms an 
Official 
Apologetics 
Ministry Cont. 

  Discernment ministry is 
often a thankless job and 
certainly never allows you to 
win a popularity contest, but 
unfortunately it is becoming 
more and more important as 
New Age occult teachings 
are  creeping into The 
Church. Most people are not 
familiar with the occult so 
they may not be aware of 
how many worship and 
prayer techniques taught in 
churches today are actually 
based in Hindu and Buddhist 
thought. Contemplative 
prayer is something that is 
very popular today, but it 
involves a worship technique 
that is closer to Buddhist 
Transcendental Meditation 
than to anything remotely 
Christian.  

   Please keep all of us on the 
apologetics board in your 
prayers as we work on 
building a more formal 
curriculum. And also pray 
that God uses us to 
effectively reach the 
congregation and to prepare 
the youth as the head to 
college. 
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directly contradicts Hinduism. I also kept leaning towards the abundant 
evidence for Christianity vice the very little evidence for Hinduism, but this 
didn’t seem to concern him either.

    I also told Brahmesh that I couldn’t embrace a religion that created the 
caste system of India. He said people did bad things in past lives so they 
deserve their punishment. This was a curious response considering Hindus 
always argue that there is no right or wrong, only what is appropriate for 
your individual path to enlightenment. If there is no judge in Hinduism then 
who determines whether someone is reincarnated as a bug or as the next 
Dali Lama? Each school of Hindu jurisprudence has a different response on 
what leads to good karma so how are we to know which one is correct? I’m 
thankful that our God made it easy and clear for us. There is only way to 
heaven and that is through the blood of Jesus Christ. He took care of everything for us!

    Finally, I asked Brahmesh how he can believe in reincarnation when science has proven it impossible. 
Reincarnation is based upon the Oscillating Universe Theory, which was debunked by Edwin Hubble’s 
Red Shift discovery. Even Einstein conceded to the fact that Red Shift proved the universe had a single 
beginning. We went around and around a bit, but it was productive and hopefully I was able to put a 
pebble in his shoe. Please keep him in your prayers.

A New Adventure: Starting Seminary at Southern 
Evangelical Seminary 
   Starting this January I will be working towards a masters degree in Christian Apologetics through 
Southern Evangelical Seminary in Charlotte, NC. I have become familiar with the school as I have been 
attending their National Conference for Christian Apologetics for several years now. There is actually a 
group of us that go each year and it’s a ton of fun. Please join us next October if you are available.  

God bless you and thank you again for your continued prayers and support! 

Stephanie 
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