
Jesus was a Palestinian? 
    Each day of the conference they had a liturgy 
service that was led by a regional priest or bishop. I 
bring this up before anything else because of the 
heretical and somewhat anti-semitic remarks that 
were made during the first day’s liturgy led by 
Reverend Nelson J. Perez, Bishop of Cleveland. His 
sermon was focused on why the Catholic Church 
has a separate conference for the indigenous 
peoples of North America. Below is word for word 
what he said in his sermon. I recorded each session 
of the conference in case something strange was 
said that I needed clarified. You can listen to the 
sermon yourself by following this link:  www.bit.ly/
2019TekakwithaConf_NJPerez_18July

“We want to celebrate our faith and we want to celebrate 
our culture. Our faith and culture can’t be separated. If we 

don’t understand culture we can’t understand our faith. 
Did you know Jesus was a Palestinian?                    

To understand Jesus you have to understand his culture ––
to understand what he said, why he said it, and the images 

he used –– because the Word became incarnate at a 
(specific) time, place, and culture. . . So those of us who 

are not of Islamic background need to learn the 
symbols, the signs, and the language because God 

encountered us through a culture.”

Continued on page 2 . . .

Stephanie’s News
Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is within you. 1 Peter 3:15

80th Annual Tekakwitha 
Conference

  This July I attended the 80th Annual Tekakwitha 

Conference in Sharonville, OH , which is about 35 
minutes south of Dayton on the way to Cincinnati. 
The conference website states it is a “Catholic 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization committed to 
advocacy & evangelization on behalf of the many 
communities of indigenous people across North 
America and for all who desire to walk humbly with 
God.” It is named in honor of Saint Kateri 
Tekakwitha - who in 1676 became one of the first 
American Indians to be baptized into the Catholic 
Church and in 2012 became the first declared a saint 
by the pope. The primary focus of the conference is 
to encourage American Indian Catholics to meld 
their native culture with their Catholicism.

    I attended the conference to determine the level 
of syncretism being promoted by the Catholic 
Church and to share with some of the attendees the 
concerns I have with Catholic teachings. There 
were around 450-500 people at this conference and 
the following is a summary of what I observed and 
heard as well as the types of folks I got to know 
while there. This is a longer than normal report but 
I do hope you will read it all as it will be very 
edifying! I particularly want to encourage my 
Native American readers to read through this 
letter as your friends and family are being 
taught some dangerous theology!
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Jesus was a Palestinian? cont. 

    So what is wrong with the bishop’s statement? First off, Jesus was a Jew, not an Arab, and 
“Palestine” didn’t even exist at the time of Jesus. "Palestine" was the name of a region in the Middle 
East for almost 1,900 years. When the Romans expelled large numbers of Jews from what was 
known as Judea (originally, Canaan) in the second century, they renamed the area "Palestina," a 
reference to the ancient Phoenicians. The aim was to erase any reference to the Jews.

    Nothing has changed. Since the modern state of Israel was established in 1948, the Arabs have 
worked to convince a (shockingly) naïve West that the Jewish presence in the Middle East, down 
through history, was either sparse or non-existent. This was a favorite lie of Yasser Arafat, who used 
to say out loud in front of President Clinton that there never was a Temple in Jerusalem. He would 
even allege that the Temple had stood in Hebron! Question! If there was never a temple in 
Jerusalem, and Jerusalem is never mentioned in the Quran, then why are Muslims so obsessed with 
having to control the city?

    It's one thing for an arch-terrorist to spout such sick revisionist history. It's beyond sad that 
American Christians would hop onboard the Propaganda Train. Bishop Perez was essentially 
affirming Islam by stating that “Palestine” and the religion of Islam existed during Jesus’ life. What 
he does not realize is that Islam bases its entire faith on the belief that Islam has always existed and 
that  Judaism and Christianity corrupted the one true message of God. Muslims believe this despite 
the fact there is not one shred of evidence to support it. There is no archeological evidence 
supporting it –– or any of Islam for that matter –– and no textual evidence outside of the Quran and 
Hadith. Muslims got all their ridiculous ideas from texts like The Gospel of Barnabas, a gnostic text 
that has been shown to be historically unreliable. This is all in stark contrast to the overwhelming 
archeological and extra-biblical textual evidence of Jews being present in the land well before 
Muhammed came on the scene in c.570.

    So why would Bishop Perez say this? Two words… radical ecumenism. Ever since Vatican II in the 
1960’s the Catholic Church has abandoned its historical stance against contextualization of the 
Bible. The Jesuit order was banned from the church for many years, and for many reasons, one of 
which was their corruption of the gospel via contextualization. This all changed with Vatican II and 
now we have contextualization on crack with statements like the ones made by Bishop Perez. 
Apparently, the Catholic Church today is more concerned with social justice and inclusivity than 
with getting facts right. The comments made by the bishop were not only factually incorrect, they 
were borderline anti-semitic. Keep in mind that Linda Sarsour, a radical feminist and Islamic 
supremacist, tweeted out that Jesus was a Palestinian just a few days before the conference. 
Coincidence? I’m not sure. 



A Wide Spectrum of Beliefs 
    While at the conference I got to know a lot of beautiful people, all of whom made up a wide 
spectrum of spiritual beliefs. Catholics are not alone in having the problem of liberalism in the 
church as Evangelicals are also plagued by this issue. However, it does appear to be more prevalent in 
the Catholic Church, most likely because of the church’s stance on cultural contextualization and an 
overall false hermeneutic that leads to the spiritualizing of scripture. Below is a summary of the 
discussions I had with various folks, what their beliefs are, and the concerns I had with their beliefs.

A Very Conservative Catholic 
    My new friend William reached out to me at one of the breakout 
sessions on the third day of the conference and we had a wonderful 
conversation that lasted a couple hours! He is a Mohawk, now living 
in Louisiana, who grew up in a Southern Baptist church and 
converted to Catholicism as an adult. As I was talking with him I 
could tell he still adhered to a lot of evangelical principals and 
conservative ideas. He even said that all forms of yoga are evil, even 
the exercise moves themselves. Despite all our common beliefs we 
had differing opinions on many theological issues and actually spent 
most of our two hour conversation talking about the Apocrapha. I 
had prepared for the conference by reading Ron Rhodes’ book Reasoning from the Scriptures with 
Catholics and discussed Ron’s section on the Apocrapha with William. William was not able to 
answer my questions and recommended I contact Scott Hahn –– a Catholic apologist and former 
evangelical –– to see if he can address my concerns. I sent an email to Scott a couple days later and 
have yet to hear from him. Not sure if my email got lost or if he is just avoiding my questions. Take a 
look below at the questions I sent to Scott.

1. There are no manuscripts of the Septuagint earlier than the 4th century that contain the 
apocrypha. Why do you consider it scripture when the Jews did not include it in their canon? 
Origen, Jerome, Athanasius, Cyril of Jerusalem, and Melito all did NOT consider it scripture. And 
Jesus and the disciples never quoted from it. 

2. Tobit, Judith, and 2 Maccabees have historical and geographical errors in them. How can you 
consider these books scripture? I can provide the specific errors if you need them.

3. The apocrypha does NOT claim to be inspired and even expressly disclaims inspiration in 2 
Maccabees 2:23 and 15:38. Why do you consider it scripture rather than just a historical document?

4. The apocrypha was not written by a prophet or apostle, and if I recall correctly we don’t even 
know who wrote the books. There is also no demonstration of God’s power via miracles, and no 
prophecy, as there is in the rest of the Bible. Why when is it scripture?

  
 



A Syncretic Catholic 
    Many American Catholics don’t ever leave America or 
attend a Catholic Church that primarily services indigenous 
people. If they did they would probably hear a vastly 
different message then what they hear in their conservative 
neighborhoods. Take for instance the Loft family, who were 
one of the vendors at the conference, and still practice their 
native Mohawk beliefs alongside their Catholicism. They 
believe in a Mohawk healing spirit called Hado’ih and 
perform rituals to tap in to his healing power. They also 
believe in the supernatural healing powers of Saint Kateri 
and look at the two spiritual beings as equals. Mohawk 
Catholics are often members of the False Face Society (an 
organization that venerates Hado’ih) as both Hado’ih and 
Saint Kateri are Mohawk spirits and both had severely 
scarred faces. Hado’ih’s face was scarred by the Great Spirit, and Kateri’s face was scarred by 
smallpox. Can you really blame them for believing in both spirits considering how the Catholic 
Church venerates the saints? But can we really trust these spirits for the Bible says “that Satan 
himself masquerades as an angel of light.” (2 Corinthians 11:14) How does the Loft Family know they 
are not encountering a demon when they are interacting with Hado’ih? Is it really Saint Kateri that is 
helping them to heal or is Satan masquerading as an angel of light?
     Before Vatican II Native Americans were told by parishioners and nuns that they were going to 
hell if they continued to embrace their native ways. Today Catholic priests that service indigenous 
populations can also be medicine men who practice altered states of consciousness and vision quests. 
(We will meet one such priest in the section below called An Inter-dimensional Catholic) This is not 
surprising considering most scholars believe that Nicholas Black Elk of the Oglala Sioux Nation 
eventually began to merge his Catholicism with his Native American spirituality once John Neihardt 
started the catechist’s 1932 autobiography Black Elk Speaks. According to the National Catholic 
Reporter, in 2017 Bishop Robert Gruss of the Diocese of Rapid City secured the unanimous consent 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to begin the canonization cause for Black Elk despite 
Black Elk having openly maintained his Lakota traditions alongside his Catholicism. If Black Elk 
does become canonized how many more Catholics will start to embrace the dangerous practices of 
peyote or ayahuasca use?
   
A Progressive Catholic 
    Mary is a Cherokee, but lives in Anchorage Alaska. It was clear 
from start that she was not open to anything I had to say about 
Catholicism. However, she has had a very rough life and has had 
family and friends murdered by the police and apparently needed 
someone to talk to about all the pain she was dealing with. I gave 
her a ride back to her hotel and we sat in the car for almost two 
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hours as she told me her life story. I was overwhelmed and didn’t know what to say so I just held her 
hand and listened. Sometimes I think doing this can be just as effective as apologetics.  
    Mary is a sweet, but very angry woman, and was taught at an early age not to trust the government 
or white people, so I was shocked that she took to me so quickly. Her grandmother was on the Trail 
of Tears and told her when she was a little girl to never accept money from the government. That 
was sound advice in my opinion! Mary even has a tattoo of tear drops shaped as footprints running 
down her right cheek in honor of her grandmother’s legacy.
    Mary shared with me that she practices spiritual yoga and looks at meditation as an opportunity 
to commune with god. She has no problems entering into an altered state on consciousness to 
achieve this. She apparently sees no difference between Buddhist transcendental meditation and 
contemplative prayer (Lectio Divina). And she would be correct. There is no real difference. Both are 
dangerous practices as you have to slow your brain waves down to receive extra-biblical messages 
from god. 
    Catholic priest and contemplative mysticism pioneer Thomas Keating explains what lectio divina 
is not in an article he has written titled “The Classical Monastic Practice of Lectio Divina.” He explains 
that lectio divina is not traditional Bible study, not reading the Scriptures for understanding and 
edification, and not praying the Scriptures (though praying the Scriptures can be a form of lectio 
divina when a word or phrase is taken from the Scriptures to focus on for the purpose of going into 
“God’s presence”). 
    Why do Catholic mystics practice Lectio Divina when it sounds more like pantheism than 
anything Christ talked about? Pantheism teaches that we are all god and that we can become one 
with the creator through altered states on consciousness. This may not be exactly what the Catholic 
Church is teaching, but you can see how someone like Mary can view “going into God’s presence” 
and “communing with God” as the same thing, especially since Native Americans commune with god 
through their circle dances. 
    The conference ended with a pow wow, which I found particularly distressing considering pow 
wows are used to commune with pagan gods like Hado’ih of the Mohawk tribe. Why the Catholic 
Church thinks this is pleasing to God is beyond my understanding.

An Inter-dimensional Catholic 
    Cornelius (Scott) McCarthy is a former Jesuit priest of the 
diocese of Monterrey California. When I first came across the 
Tekakwitha Conference website I noticed that his book 
Sacraments and Shamans was listed as a recommended resource. 
I ordered the book from Amazon, read it cover to cover, and 
was greatly disturbed by the fact that he openly shares his 
experiences of taking peyote and ayahuasca with the shamans 
as a sacrament within the indigenous churches he served at in 
North and South America. Scott looks at peyote and 
ayahuasca as gateway to the spiritual realm and a tool for 



communing with God, but he doesn’t realize that shamanism is a mixture of pantheism and animism. 
Both of which are anathema to the Lord. Again, I have to ask how many more Catholics will turn to 
a worship style similar to that of Scott McCarthy once Black Elk becomes canonized? This will open 
the doors for Satan to deceive infinite numbers of Catholics.

    At the conference I asked Scott if gods like Tezcatlipoca, the Aztec god who required a constant 
diet of human sacrifice, was the same as the God of the Bible. Not surprisingly he said yes. This is 
such an unbelievable insult to our Lord who spared Abraham from sacrificing his son Issac on the 
alter and put His Son Jesus Christ in Issac’s place. Requiring human sacrifice is in direct conflict with 
the nature of our loving and personal God. 

Does God Redeem Cultures?
    The Catholic Church and the Emergent Church are vastly different –– Catholics believe in the 
absolute truth of Christ and The Catholic Church. Emergent “Christians” are postmodern and don’t 
believe in absolute truth. –– yet they both share the belief that God redeems cultures by having their 
congregations worship their former pagan gods as the God of the Bible. But this is in direct violation 
of scripture, which states “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12), and thus we should not be equating Jesus Christ with the Great Spirit or 
Wakan Tanka as the Sioux refer to Him. God only redeems the Jewish culture and this will occur 
during the end times (Psl 130:8; Zech 13:1; Rev 7:3-4; Rev 14:3) 

    We worship God by name:; Acts 4:10, 12, 18, 30; Acts 8:12, 16; Acts 16:18; Acts 21:13; Acts 2:38; 
Acts 9:27, 29; Acts 19:5, 17; Acts26:9; Acts 3:6; Acts 5:40; Acts 19:13; Acts 15:26; Eph 5:20; Phil 2:9-11; 
Col 3:17; 2 Thess 1:12; 2 Thess 3:6; 1 John 3:23.

    The idea that God redeems cultures is a concept often found within dominionist or Kingdom 
Now circles. It is based in the false eschatology of amillennialism within the Catholic Church and 
post millennialism within the Emergent Church. These eschatologies are based in a non-literal 
interpretation of scripture –– within the areas of scripture meant to be read literally –– and lead to 
the belief that it is the role of the church to “Christianize” the world. One way to “Christianize” 
indigenous populations is to contextualize the Bible to their pagan beliefs, but this often causes 
Christianity to look more like the pagan religion than the pagan religion to look like Christianity –– 
as in the case of Scott’s ministry. It is also beyond my understanding how anyone can look at world 
events today and think we are moving toward a glorious Christian utopia. Just look at the number of 
Christians being murdered everyday in Syria and Nigeria! A literal understanding of scripture 
suggests a pre-millennial return of Christ before the establishment of His kingdom, and a movement 
toward greater cataclysmic events as the tribulation draws near. 



Upcoming Ministry Opportunities
Body Mind Spirit Expos (bmse.net) 

    In August I will be attending the the Body Mind Spirit Expo in Chicago Illinois once again. The 
last time I was there I had a long conversation with a gentleman named Masjid of the Messiah 
Foundation International, which is a bizarre cult claiming to be a syncretic fulfillment of Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish and Hindu prophecy. The Messiah Foundation’s spiritual leader Riaz Ahmed Gohar 
Shahi is depicted as the messianic figure of many religions –– the Islamic Mehdi, the Christian 
Messiah, and Kalki Avatar as well as the generic "Awaited One" prophesied by other religions. There 
are numerous cults like this at these Body Mind Spirit fairs and a lot of what they believe sounds 
similar to what the Bible forecasts about the Antichrist. I will also be attending this same expo in 
Columbus Ohio in September. Please pray for the Lord to open hearts and minds so that I can reach 
them with the gospel.

Mystics and Marvels Faire 
(mysticsandmarvels.com) 

    In September my friends from Midwest Christian Outreach 
will be joining me at the Mystics and Marvels Faire in 
Columbus, OH. They will have fortune tellers and much more. 
None of us have been to this event before so this should be 
interesting as it will be set in a mystical and vintage style 
scenery and will even have an enchanted forest. LOL! Please 
pray that this will be a good outreach event and that we can all 
have productive conversations for Christ.  

Apologetics Seminar at Calvary 
South Dayton
     This past July my pastor and his wife (Peter and Jennifer) invited me to lead a women’s apologetics 
seminar at our church, Calvary South Dayton. My friend Tramaine and I talked about the 
importance of apologetics, what a worldview is, and how theology affects our worldview. It is so 
refreshing to have a pastor that not only understands the value of apologetics, but champions it 
within his church. It is a rare trait I have come to learn. I thank God everyday for Peter and Jennifer!

http://bmse.net
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riaz_Ahmed_Gohar_Shahi
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Climate Change and Globalism Talks
     This fall I will be giving a couple talks on the occult origins of climate change and globalism. The 
exact date of when I will be presenting this at Calvary South Dayton is still TBD, but I am currently 
scheduled for November 7th to speak at the Greater Dayton Republican Women’s Club. This will be 
my first time talking at the club so I’m super excited!

Prayer Request                                                  
    After suffering with terrible neck pain for the past 17 years, and exhausting every conservative 
treatment available, I have decided to start exploring surgical options. I have my first appointment 
with a neurosurgeon on August 2nd in Chicago. I have degenerative disk disease all up and down my 
spine, but my neck is much further along due to being rear ended in a car accident in 2002. Please 
pray for the wisdom to find the right surgeon, with the right solution, and that when I do have the 
surgery there won’t be any complications.

Raising Support
    I would be extremely grateful if you would consider making my work part of your monthly tithe. 
Haven Ministries is a 501c3 organization so 100% of your donation will be tax deductible. I have 
been working as a Door Dash deliverer to help make ends meet and cover some of my ministry 
expenses. It’s a nice set up since I can make my own schedule, but it does take a lot of time away 
from my ministry. If you would like to support me please follow this PayPal link to make a one time 
or monthly donation. Anything you can do will be greatly appreciated! Thanks!

Thank You for Your Continued Prayers and 
Financial Support!

God Bless!

Stephanie and Jim

stephanie.potts442@gmail.com

720-354-8711
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